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Teaching and Learning from the 
Other Side of the Desk 
You are about to step onto the other 
side of the classroom- welcome!  
Navigating your way as a TA can be 
nerve-wracking and challenging at 
times.  However, it is also exciting, 
rewarding, and engaging.  I hope that 
by sharing some of my strategies, you 
too will come to find this experience 
can be one of the most enjoyable 
parts of your day.  Briefly, I will share 
my thoughts about setting tone, 
establishing cooperative working 
relationships, being the “expert” in 
the room, and the value of humour. 

TA Award Recipient 
2016 University of Calgary Teaching 
Award (Teaching Assistant).  2016 
Schulich School of Engineering 
Outstanding Teaching Performance 
Award.   

 

When Things go Wrong (or 
How to be Human)  
You are a conscientious TA, always 
prepare well and are confident of 
having a great time teaching. But 
one day, things just don’t click. It is 
one of those days when everything 
that can go wrong, goes wrong. So 
much for having a great teaching 
term… Well, not necessarily. You 
are human and your students 
know this (because they most 
likely belong to the same species). 
The important matter is how to 
turn such misadventures into 
success stories. Good news is that 
not only this can be achieved but 
can also result in TA awards!   

TA Award Recipient 
2015 University of Calgary Award 
(Teaching Assistant), Department 
of Mathematics TA Excellence 
Award, 2014 Eric Milner Prize (for 
Excellence in Communicating 
Mathematics), Vanier and Killam 
Scholarships.   

Relevance, Repetition, and Ryan 
Gosling Memes: A User's Guide to 
an Engaging Classroom 
If grad students learn only one skill, it 
is the ability to make even the dullest 
research sound fascinating on a grant 
application. We often approach 
teaching as if it uses different skills 
than the rest of our programs, but the 
most engaging teacher does the same 
as a grad student desperate for 
money: we distribute information to 
make it interesting, applicable, and 
worth pursuing further. Although 
students don't give you money (that's 
against the rules), the end product of 
an engaged class is a reward (the main 
difference between the classroom and 
most grant attempts).   

TA Award Recipient 
2016 University of Calgary Teaching 
Award (Teaching Assistant).  2015 
University of Calgary Student Union 
Teaching Award (TA).   

 

 


